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last illustrious Borgia, should have been suffered to remain
obscure. Had there been any disgraceful element in the
transaction, concealment could be understood: but con-
trariwise, the very greatest credit is reflected upon all
concerned, on Borgia, on Stewart, on Englishmen, and—to
give the devil his due—on the Elector Hanover, vulgarly
called George III. The indiscretions, the human weak-
nesses of the earlier Borgia are the things by which they
are remembered:
"The evil, that men do, lives after them;
The good is oft interred with their bones."
Here, then, is a good deed of a Borgia, which inconti-
nently shall be translated from its inadequate sepulchre,
ostended for the veneration of the faithful, and enshrined
anew more worthily. Upon receiving Cardinal Borgia's
enchanting letter, Sir John Coxe Hippisley sent to his
Eminence a draft for £500, begging him to offer this to
the August Personage, "for the exigencies of the mo-
ment" ; and promising to air the matter in a proper quarter.
The meticulous precautions which invariably are taken
to secure the freedom of the Conclave for the election of a
Pope, already have been described here. On the death of
the Lord Pius P.P. VI alluded to in Cardinal Borgia's
letter, when Rome was in the hands of the French and all
Italy distracted by foreign occupation, the Sacred College
made its way by slow degrees and amid infinite peril to
Venice, where it assembled in the convent on the Island
of San Giorgio, and enclosed itself in Conclave with all
formality. This means, among other things, that no cardi-
nals were allowed to receive or to send out letters, unless
these were subjected to a rigorous examination by the Car-
dinal-Censors ; the object of which is to prevent the voting
from being influenced by secular and external Powers or
considerations.
On the fourth of January, 1800, the said Cardirial-

